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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/767,976 



Examin r 

Minh H Chau 



Applicant(s) 
RAI ETAL 



4 



Art Unit 

2854 



Periodfc^f^^ 

aSS^raiS SEKSST' ,s set to exp,re ' M ™ ™» 

- Fa.lure to reply within the set or extended period for ^^^SSSl^^^ TV? (6) MONTHS fr0m ,he mailin 9 dale of this communication 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months arte the maita S.J nf.hU PP • , ° become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). mun,ca,lon - 
earned patent term adjustment. See37CFR 1 704(b) 

Status • w 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 January Pnm 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2 b)H This action is non-final 

4M Claim(s) £20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is / a re withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) H Claim(s) U20 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 
Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
1 0)D The drawings filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner 

Apphcant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a) 

DD T e proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b) D disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9( a W d) or <f) 
a)D All b)Q Some * c)D None of: ' ( °' 

1 •□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

. se 3 ° "Sn^ received in this National Stage 

See the attached detailed Office action for a list of ,hi certified ^ copiei not received 
14 )D AcKnow.edgment is made of a .aim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. , 119(e) (to a provisions app,ication) 
i«TI i ? ^translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received 



Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) U Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

1 Th, S application contains Cairns directed ,„ the Mowing patentably distinct species of 
the clatmed invention: species 1, Cain, 1-12, drawn ,„ a method with receiving, dividing and 
processing steps; species 2, claims 13-17, drawn to a method with identifying and three 
determining steps; and species 3, claims 18-20, drawn to a method with representing, two 
identifymg and dividing steps. The method steps of these species are different from each other. 
2. Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 , 0 elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shaU be restricted if no generic claim is finally 
held to be allowable. Currently, no independents claims are generic. 

Applicant is advised tha, a reply to this requirement must include an identification of the 
species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims readable 
thereon, includmg any claims subsequently added. An argument tha, a Cairn is allowable or tha, 
all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, apphcan, will be entitled to consideration of 
claims to additiona! species which are written in dependen, form or otherwise include all the 
Unions of an allowed generic Cairn as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims are added after 
the election, apphcan, must indicate which are readable upon tire elected species. MPEP § 
809.02(a). 

Should applicant traverse on the ground mat the species are not patentably distinct, 
apphcan, should submi, evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the species ,o 
be obvious variant or clearly admi, on the record ma, mis is the case. In either instance, if the 
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examiner «„ds one of the immiaBS _ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

may be used in a rejection under 35 U S C. 103(a) of ,he other mvention. 

Applicant is advised that the rep ly to Ms recrement ,„ be complete must include an 
etection of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancelation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
mventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 48(b) if one or more of the 
current named inventors is no longer an inventor of a, leas, one claim remainmg in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1 48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 1 7(i). 

3- Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mnh H Chau whose telephone number is (703) 305-0298. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M - TH. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew H Hirshfeld can be reach*, on (703) 305-661, The fax phone numbers for 
•he organization where this application or proceeding is asstgned are (703) 308-7722 for regular 
communications and for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to tire status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 



MHC 

May 5, 2003 



